
Sprouseôs Corner Ranch will host 

another Christmas Camp this year 

from December 28ï December 31 

for ages 7-14.  The camp will begin 

at 9am and end at 2pm.  Camp ac-

tivities include riding lessons and 

games on horseback, crafts, a hay-

ride, and learning to drive a cart.  

Campers will learn and participate 

in horse care and stable manage-

ment.  The cost of the camp is $199.  

In case of inclement weather 

(snow!) the cost of the camp can be 

applied toward riding lessons.  

Yummy snacks and hot chocolate 

will be provided.  Space is limited 

and deposits are now being ac-

cepted, so contact LaRue Dowd if 

you are interested at (434) 983-

8181. 
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Christmas Camp 

Christmas Parade and Pizza Party 

We invite you to partici-

pate in the Dillwn Christ-

mas Parade with us on Sat-

urday December 18 at 

10am.  The theme this year 

will be ñA Christmas Wish 

for the Worldò.  If you 

have your own horse, you 

are invited to ride with us 

in the parade.  If you do not 

own a horse, you are invited 

to ride on the hayride with 

us!  We will have a pizza 

decorating party on Thurs-

day, December 16 at 5:30pm 

for the hayride and to prepare 

the horses.  There is no 

charge for participating, so 

please join us for both the 

pizza party and the parade!   
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Pleasure Horses at the show).  Mattie 

Kish Heslip and Local Commotion also 

competed successfully with a third in 

Equitation and an 8th in Large Pleasure 

Pony.  Molly Ragland and Oops-A-Daisy 

placed 2nd and 4th in Pleasure Pony, 

Reserve Champion in the Pleasure Pony 

division, 5th in the Classics Pleasure 

Pony (the best of the best!), and 8th in 

Equitation.  Victoria Wilson, Mary Kate 

Smith, and Emmy Klein also shared great 

success for the Buckingham Pegasus 4-H 

Club in the show.  The classes were very 

large, and the competition was fierce, but 

the girls displayed excellent sportsman-

ship and support for their competitors and 

fellow 4-Hers.  Congratulations 4-Hers!   

Buckinghamôs Pegasus 4-H Horse  and 

Pony Club had a successful horse show at 

the Virginia State 4-H Horse Show.  4-

Hers took their project horses to the Vir-

ginia Horse Center in Lexington, Virginia 

on September 16-19, 2010.  Sprouseôs 

Corner Ranch students Olivia Leather-

wood, Mattie Kish Heslip, and Molly 

Ragland participated.  Olivia Leather-

wood and LM Flashy Star took a first 

place in Hunter Pleasure Horse, a third in 

equitation, Reserve Champion in the 

Pleasure Horse division, and made top 

ten in the Classics Division (the top ten 

Sprouseôs Corner Ranch, LLC is deeply 

engaged in allowing our riders to develop 

their own preference for their style of 

riding and helping them to obtain their 

goals.  Some riders have goals of learning 

to have better communication and a rela-

tionship with their horse, and some riders 

enjoy the feeling of challenge and the 

discipline of competing in a horse show.  

In 2010, students from the Ranch partici-

pated in 18 horse shows with 92 entries.  

The 2010 Sprouseôs Corner Ranch Horse 

Show Team includes Maggie Shapiro, 

Olivia Leatherwood, Madison Wood, 

Jenna Taylor, Grace Harmon, Hailey 

Hansen, Sydney Ellis, Katie Durrer, 

Molly Ragland, Rebecca Ragland, Savan-

nah Wilson, Elizabeth Hall, Harley Stein-

ruck, Marisa Robinson, Amanda Salerno, 

Samantha England, Rebekah England, 

Kenneth England, Abby Mays, Annie 

Peirce, Mattie Kish Heslip, and Jordan 

Reid.  Sprouseôs Corner Ranch would 

like to congratulate each and every rider 

on their accomplishments.  Many Cham-

pionships, Reserve Championships, and 

blue ribbons were won, but the greatest 

rewards were gained from trying your 

best, learning from your mistakes, and 

taking pride in all accomplishmentsï 

large and small!  We would like to com-

mend these riders on their determination 

and dedication to their love of horses.  

We look forward to supporting our horses 

and riders in the 2011 

show season! 

Point Champion for the Youth Hunt Seat 

Equitation division, Reserve High Point 

Champion in Beginner Hunter Horse, and 

holds two 3rds and a 4th in other divi-

sions.  Olivia Leatherwood is in 3rd place 

out of a large group in the Youth Show-

manship division, 4th in the Bareback 

and Coached Rider divisions, and has a 

6th, 7th, and two 8th places in other divi-

sions.  Madison Wood is currently High 

Point Champion for Youth Hunter Pleas-

ure 12 & under, 3rd in the Bareback divi-

The Blue Ridge Horse Force sanctions a 

select number of horse shows that 

Sprouseôs Corner Ranch participates in 

each year.  At the beginning of the show 

year, 4 riders from Sprouseôs Corner 

Ranch entered in to the program to accu-

mulate points throughout the show sea-

son.  There will be an awards banquet in 

February to honor the achievements of 

those riders with ribbons, trophies and 

prizes.  BRHF riders this year include 

Maggie Shapiro, who is currently High 

sion, 4th in the Beginner Hunter Rider, 

Youth Hunt Seat Equitation, and Begin-

ner Hunter Pony divisions.  Mattie Kish 

Heslip holds 3rd place in three divisions; 

Beginner Hunter Pony, Youth English 

Pleasure, and English Equitation, and has 

a 5th, two 6ths, and a 9th in other divi-

sions.  Please come support these riders at 

their awards banquet with us in February!  

For more information, please visit 

www.brhf.com.  Congratulations riders! 
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Virginia 4 -H State Show 

Horse Shows 2010 

Blue Ridge Horse Force Riders 

SPROUSEôS CORNER RANCH,  LLC 

ñIf riding were all blue ribbons and 

bright lights, I would have quit along 

time ago.ò 

George Morris 
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lives.  We also look forward to the 

growth of our Therapeutic Riding Pro-

gram.  With the completion of a year-and

-a-half long process of testing in the areas 

of Equine Management, Horsemanship, 

Instruction, Teaching Methodology and 

Disabilities, LaRue Dowd obtained her 

Registered Instructor status by the North 

American Riding for the Handicapped 

Association.  In 2011 the Ranch will host 

another session of Therapeutic Riding in 

conjunction with the Heartland Horse 

Heroes.  For information on volunteering 

opportunities, please visit  

http://www.sprousescornerranch.com/

heartland_horse_heroes. 

The farm has experienced some growth in 

the fall of 2010 with the addition of a 

new hay barn, arena lights, and the saw-

dust shed that is under construction.  The 

arena lights are particularly exciting to 

students and riders as they provide more 

time for riding after work and school.  In 

2011, we look forward to growing our 

Saddle Seat Show Team to complement 

our other activities that celebrate the ex-

perience that horses give us in our daily 

 

Amanda Salerno  has 14 

years experience with Hunter/

Jumpers.  A recent graduate of Vir-

ginia Intermont College, she holds a 

Bachelor of Science in Equine Stud-

ies.  Amanda owns and competes her 

Thoroughbred mare, Jerzie Girl, who 

lives at Sprouse's Corner Ranch.  
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New for 2011 

Fall Festival  

Welcome to our new instructor!  

On October 16, the Farm Bureau 

held a Fall Festival on the Ranch.  

Sprouseôs Corner Ranch students 

participated in a costume demon-

stration with their horses.  The stu-

dents did such a fantastic job with 

the costumes that their pictures 

were posted in the Farmville Her-

ald!  There is a copy of the article in 

the barn if you would like to see it.  

Good job and thank you for such a 

wonderful demonstration.!  

ñNo hour of life is wasted that is spent 

in the saddle.ò 

Winston Churchill 


